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PENTAGON WARNS ON SOVIET CIVIL DEFENSE DRIVE 

Bv Henrv S. Bradsher tta nr . . .... 


By Henry S. Bradsher 

Washington Star Staff Writer 

The former head of the Pentagon's 
Defense Intelligence Agency says the 
Soviet Union might “alter the strate- 
gic military relationship” with the 
United States by military efforts that 
include a large civil defense pro- 
gram. 

Lt. Gen. Samuel V. Wilson, who 
has since retired, told a congres- 
sional committee' that the change 
could put the United States at a 
disadvantage by the mid-1980s. 


CIA Director' Stansfield Turner 
told the committee the Soviets do not 
presently “possess a civil defense 
capability that would enable them to 
feel that they could with reasonable 
expectation absorb a retaliatory 
strike at levels of damage that would 
be acceptable to them.” 

But, Turner added, “the Soviet 
Union is making more progress and 
effort in civil defense today than is 
the United ;St^% While Wilson's 
concern was future, Turner 


dealt reassuringly only with the cur- 
rent situation. 

NEITHER OFFICIAL’S testimony 
to the Joint Economic Committee, 
given secretlyHast June and made 
public in edited form toda^, dealt 
with Soviet efforts to develop an anti- 
ballistic missile (ABM) defense sys- 
tem as part of the overall program 
that includes civil defense. Wilson 
noted, however; that civil defense 
was related to “various offensive and 
defensive measures.” 

^ secret new' Pentagon study has 


stirred increasing concern in the Car- S 
ter administration over Soviet sue- 8: 
cess in developing all the components S 
for a workable ABM system. If such * 
a system were deployed — in viola-, 
tion of a Soviet-American treaty — it 
could protect the Soviet Union from 
some ; warheads launched in a U.S. 
retaliatory attack.: \ 

With ABM cover, a civil defense } 
system, by itself insufficient to offer \ 
meaningful protection against an i 
unimpeded missile attack; would be- j 
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